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THE SURNAME "GATES" 


The name of Gates is derived from the residence of its first bearers "at the 
gate"; and, perhaps, in some cases it was taken from the office of "gait" or "wait," 


that is, a guard, watcher or sentinel. It is found in ancient English and early - 


American records in the various spellings of Gayte, Gait, Gate, Gait, and Gates of 
which the latter is the form most generally used in American today. 


Mainly found in early times in the English Counties of Essex, York, Devon, 
Lincoln, Norfolk, and Suffolk, the families bearing this name belonged, in large part, 
to the landed classes and nobility of the British Isles. 


Among the early, though unconnected, records of the family in England are 
those of Hugh le Gety of Oxfordshire in 12738; Adam le Gayt and Robert le Gait, of 
about the same time; John atte Gate in 1347; Silvester atte Gates, Rector of Brinton 
in County Norfolk in 18404; Johannes or John atte Gate of the same period; 
Robertus or Robert de gate and Custancia del Gates, probably of Yorkshire about 
the same time. One of the earliest lines of the family in England is that descended 
from Thomas Gates or Gate of County Essex in the year 1827. He was the father 
of William who had three sons: Sir Gefferey or Geoffrey, Raffe or Ralph, and 


Christopher. 


Stephen Gates of Norfolk, England, came to America in the "Diligent" in 1638 
to Hingham, Mass, when he later removed to Lancaster and thence to Cambridge, 
Mass, where he died in 1662. He brought with him from England his wife Ann 
(possibly surnamed Hill) and at least two children, Elizabeth and Mary. Later 
children were Stephen, Simon, Thomas, Isaac (died young), and Rebecca. Many of 
the Gates living in America today descend from this family. The Virginia branches 
of the family appear to ‘descend from Sir Thomas Gates (1560-1621), Governor of 
Virginia in 1609 and from the immigrants Matthew and Jonathan Gates, of whom the 
first settled in Charles River County, VA, in 1639; the second was living in Virginia 
as early as 1643, if not before. 


The progeny of these and later lines of the family in America have contributed 
greatly to the country’s growth and development. They have been characterized, on 
the whole, by physical vitality and in many cases, by quick wit, keenness of 
perception, and intellectual ability, which have contributed to their success in 
business life and the professions. 


Among those of the name who served as officers in the Colonial forces during 
the Revolutionary War were Lieutenant Jonathan Gates of Mass; Lt. J. Shepherd 
Gates of Vermont; Ensign John Gates of New York, Lt. John Gates of Maryland, 
Captains William and Benjamin Gates of Mass; and Major General Horatio Gates 
(1728-1806) of Virginia. 


John, Robert, Samuel, Thomas, Geoffrey, Henry, Simon, Stephen, William, 
George, Joseph, Daniel, Caleb, Thomas are some of the Christian names favored by 
the family for its males. A few of the bearers of the name who have distinguished 
themselves in America in more recent times are the following: 

Seth Merrill Gates (1800-1877) of New York, public official; 


Merrill Edward Gates (1848-1922), of New York, educator; us eof 
a 7 oO %: 
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Frederick Taylor Gates (1853-1929, of New York, clergyman; 

Elmer Gates (b 1859) of Ohio, psychologist and inventor; 

Eleanor Gates (b. 1875) of Minnesota, author; William Benjamin Gates (b 1877) 
of Virginia, educator; and 

Clarence Ray Gates (b 1885) of Kansas and Nebraska, 
educator and author. 


At the time of the 1790 Census, the following Gates heads of household were 
identified in the Southern States: 

Philip Gates of Salisbury, North Carolina; 

Charles Gates, Ninety-six District, South Carolina; 

Josiah Gates, Ninety-six District, South Carolina; 

Aaron Gates, Stafford, Virginia; Andrew Gates, Shenandoah, Virginia; Isaac 

Gates, Fairfax, Virginia; James Gates, Chesterfield, Virginia; Mary Gates, 

Chesterfield, Virginia; Samuel Gates, Fairfax, Virginia; Samuel Gates, Fairfax, 

Virginia; Thomas Gates, Chesterfield, Virginia; William Gates; Halifax, Virginia; 

William Gates, Chesterfield, Virginia; William Gates, Fairfax, Virginia, and 

William Gates, Halifax, Virginia. 


At the time of the 1790 Census of the US there were 250 different Gates 
listed as heads of households. 


The progenitor of the family of Gates who came to the State of Georgia 
shortly after the Revolutionary War was Charles Gates (1738-1805)of the State of 
Virginia, who prior and during the Revolution was a resident of Henry County, 
Virginia.} 


It well may be that the Gates line of this study descends from one of the 
above Southern Gates families; however, the author has been unable through both 
his research and correspondence with other Gates genealogist to identify the 
ancestors of John Gates. 


Bibliography 


C.O. Gates, Stephen Gates and his Descendants, 1890 

J.V. Gates, Early History of the Gates Family of Rankin County, Mississippi, 1976 

"Gates Researcher," Vols 1-4 , Published by Addie Paramore Howell, 319 Houston 
Lake Blvd, Centerville, GA, 31028 


Savage, Genealogical dictionary of New England, Vol. 2, 1860 

F. Gates, Ancestry and Descendants of William Gates of 
Frankfort, New York, 1921 

H. Davis, History of John Davis and Eliza Bancroft, 1897 

Greer, Early Virginia Immigrants, 1912 

Robert Lee Magruder, Jr. Some 300 Years of the Gaston 
Sinquefield, Wilde, Kolb Lines and an Index of Some 1000 Allied Cousins 
Columbus, GA, 1942 

Simpson County News, "Then and Now," Jan 8, 19741, Oct 20 1977, 

"Virginia Magazine of History and Biography," V 9, p. 143 

Who was Who in America, 19-- 

Who’s Who in America, 1985-1986, Vol 1 


Magruder, Robert Lee, Jr, Some 300 years of the Gaston, Sinquefield, Wilde, Kolb Lines, p 109 


224 


4 of 21 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Gates Family 


Chapter 20 
JOHN AND REBECCA GATES 


Nothing is known concerning John Gates, b ca 1770-1780, d after 1841, 
Rankin or Simpson County, MS, and Rebecca , b GA, ca 1785, until 1824 at 
which time one John Gates is listed as a county taxpayer in Rankin County, MS 
Limited information suggest--without proof--that John and Rebecca Gates came 
through Georgia from North Carolina and settled in the area of Jackson, Mississippi 
by 10 Dec 1827. They purchased 80 acres of land from Samuel Miles, land that was 
east of the Pearl River from Jackson that became part of Rankin County when it 
was formed on February 4, ais Ui Rebecca was born in Georgia ca 1785; John’s 
place of birth is unknown. 


At the time of the 1830 Census, Rankin Co, MS, the family of John Gates 
included the following: 


| male under 5 years ] female under 5 


I male 5 to 10 years 

I male 10 to 15 years 
] male 15 to 20 years 
] male 20 to 30 years 


1 female 5 to 10 years 

1 female 10 to 15 years 
1 female 30 to 40 years 
1 female 40 to 50 years 


1 male 40 to 50 years 


Listed in the 1837 Census of Simpson Co, MS, was John Gates, Sr, as over 45 
1] female over 16 
2 males under 18 
1 female under 16 
Living adjacent to John Gates, Sr, was Thomas Gates. Listed in his household 
were the following: 
I male 21-45 
2 males under 18 
No further information is found on Thomas Gates who does not appear in the 
1840 Census of Simpson or Rankin Counties. 


3 females over 16 


Also in the 1837 State Census of Si mpann. Co, MS, is a younger John Gates, 
who does not appear. to be John Bedford! Gates. Listed in his household were a 
male 18 to 20 years, | female over 16, and one female under sixteen years of age. 


On April 20, 1839 in Rankin County a deed was recorded indicating that John 
Gates of Simpson County sold his son, Colyer (Collier) B. Gates, the same property 
which had been purchased in 1827. 


IThe source of the name "Bedford" is unknown; the name has continued to run in the Gates family 
since it was first given John Bedford Gates, son of John and Rebecca Gates. 
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Washington County, Mississippi, Deed Book B, dated 19 Aug 1832, indicates 
that John Gates, John B. Gates and Rebecca Gates sold land in Wash County, MS, to 
Howell Hinds of Jefferson Co, MS The Gates’ were listed as being from Rankin Co, 
MS The Gates’ are listed as of Rankin Co MS The 79 acres had been purchased 
from the U.S. government. It is unlikely that John and Rebecca ever lived on the 
Washington County land. 


In the 18402 Census of Simpson Co, MS, we find the following age groups 
listed in the household of John Gates, almost certainly the same family when the 
age groups are compared: 


2 males under 10 years 2 females under 10 years 
2 males 10 to 20 years | female 10 to 20 years 

1 male 20 to 40 years 1 female 20 to 40 years 

1 male 40 to 60 years 1 female 40 to 60 years 


Like the 1830 census, the 1840 figures indicate that John and Rebecca had four 
daughters, none of whom have ever been identified to my knowledge. 


J.V. Gates of Poteet, Texas,°, a great grandson of John Gates, in his booklet 
EARLY GATES FAMILIES and GATES SETTLEMENT in Rankin County, MS, privately 
published in 1976, wrote "...back in the first half of the nineteenth century, possibly 
as late as 1840, a community known as the Gates Settlement was established. It 
was along, and near a bend in Campbell Creek, about 25 miles southeast of Jackson, 
Mississippi. Since it was known as the Gates Settlement, we presume it was settled 
by the original GATES settler who came here. The center of this community or 
settlement, seems to have been about the same as later became the village called 
Johns, Miss. The original Gates lands seems to have been a square mile more or 
less straddling the creek." Obviously the Gates settlers had moved farther into 
Rankin County. Whether our progenitor John Gates or an early settler by the name 
of Cates was the first settler is unknown. Most likely, it was John and Rebecca 
Gates and their family. 


J.V. Gates continued "But we do believe our own great grandfather arrived on 
the scene somewhere in the first half of the 1800’s, probably between 1830 and 
1840, that he purchased the land from its former owner, likely Mr. Cates, and 
moved into the old McIntyre home or else soon built this home afterwards and 
that his two sons, Frank and Tom, grew into manhood here, Tom being the one who 
remained upon this land and produced the Gates Family of Rankin County." 


Bee King, in his "This and That" column dated Feb 27, 1947 of the Simpson 
County News, indicates that "The father of John Bedford Gates moved from North 
Carolina to Mississippi about the year 1800 and located near Pearl River. At that 
time John Bedford was about five years old...." 


2The last known record of John Gates is found in the 1841 State Census of Simpson Co, MS. At that 
time both he and his wife, Rebecca, were noted as being between 60 and 70 years. 


3Gates, J.V., "Early Gates Families and Gates Settlement in Rankin County, Miss," 1976, privately 
published privately 
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Descendants of John Gates 


Another younger John Gates headed a family in Simpson County in 1850. If 


the age groups are accurate, he was not John Bedford Gates. Listed in this — 


household were the following: 
| male 20 to 30 years ] female 15-20 years 
1 male under 5 years 1 female under 5 


The 1850 census in Rankin County shows John B. Gates, Morgan Gates and 
Collier Gates as neighbors. The older John Gates seems to have disappeared (died?) 
from the records. Rebecca Gates, then age 65, was living in the household of 


Morgan. The daughters almost certainly married in either Rankin or Simpson © 


Counties, thus losing their Gates recognition in the census records.* By 1860 John 
Bedford Gates was listed in the Slave Schedule as owning 4 slaves, ages 27, 14, 5, 
and 1. 


Most Gates researchers have concluded that John Bedford Gates, b 8 Dec 1809; 
Collier Gates b ca 1825; and Morgan Gates, b ca 1827, were brothers and sons of 
John and Rebecca Gates. After searching the census and land records of Hinds, 
Rankin, and Simpson Counties; corresponding with numerous Gates researchers and 
Gates "cousins"; researched the National Archives and Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C.; and examined the Gates research at the Mormon library in Salt 
Lake City on several visits there are still many gaps in the Gates lines. Some of 
our early Gates relatives seems to have vanished, especially the daughters. 


There are errors of omission and commission in the listing that follows, but it 
is, so far as I know, it is most comprehensive listing of the descendants of John 
and Rebecca Gates of Hinds, Rankin, and Simpson Counties, Mississippi. The dates 
and relationships have not been verified by the author. I have accepted the 
information given me by family members and other researchers. I trust that others 
in years to come will fill in the gaps, perhaps discover the early ancestors of both 
John and Rebecca Gates and bridge the gap to England, Scotland, or Ireland. 


I. John Gates b ca 1770-1780, d by 1850, Simpson Co or Rankin Co, MS, m 
Rebecca , bea wi Issue: Kv 

A. John Bedford? Gates (James! John Bedford”) b ca 1809 GA d_ before 

1850, Simpson Co, MS, (See note at end of this chapter for Bee King’s 

report on young John Bedford ate b ates Hamateny, Rankin County, 

MS, o site ace q 

believed buried near a —_ pine tree, m ieee pein Everett b 6 Mar 

1815, GA, Dec 2, 1832, dau of Thomas si Everett, mother unknown. (TW. 


4There were other Gates families in Simpson County, MS, 1850, who appear unrelated to the John 
Gates line identified in this history. William Gates b 1785 Ga/Va d 1849/50 in Simpson Co. John J. 
Gates and George C. Gates appear to belong to this Wm. Gates line. This group of Gates came 
from Tennessee to settle in Simpson and Copiah Counties. A daughter Mary b 1813 Tenn. married 
Harmon Matthews and settled in MS. 


5The name Everett was derived from the Norman-French Baptismal name of Everadi, meaning "Wild 
Boar." A wild boar‘s head was on their coat of arms. Variations of the spelling of Everett 
include Evered, Everatt, and Avered. Source: Everett genealogy, research of Ed Everett, typed 
script, dated 1955, provided me by Mrs. Mae Cook Everett of D‘Lo, MS, 1981. Known siblings 
to Mary Ann were George, Tom, Richard, Henry Jackson, Jasper, and Richard Everett, according 
to the vevatt Genealogy noted above. 
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Everett was living near John Gates in the 1840 Census of Simpson Co.) 
Thomas J. moved to Old Westville when it first became the County Seat 
of Simpson and opened the first hotel ever operated there. He was a 
noted fighter...married a pecond time and went back to Alabama where he 
raised a second family." For an interesting account of young John 
Bedford Gates’ narrow escape from death, see Note 3 at the end of this 
chapter.) 


The 1860 The Census indicates that John B. owned four slaves, 3 
females and 1 male, ages ranged from 27 to | year. Early church records 
show that J.B. Gates from the Mountain Hill Church was a delegate to 
the Baptist Association in 1843. Bee King, in his column in the Simpson 
County News on Aug. 25, 1938, wrote that Bedford Gates was among the 
early settlers of Simpson County. The early settlers, he noted, acquired 
title to their lands from the government of the United States by original 
entry and most of them took lands lying along the Strong River and the 
various creeks of the county. The reason was that the bottom lands 
were not so heavily timbered. (Other early settlers included William May, 
James May, Rhesa Kennedy, David Womack, and Wee Hays.) 

Issue of John Bedford Gates and Mary Ann Everett 
1. Rebecca Jain Gates (John! John Bedford* Rebecca?) b | Sep 1833 

Simpson Co, MS, m Alfred Sanders 
2. | Martha M. Gates (James! John Bedford? Martha® (b 24 Aug 1835, MS 
3. Sara Ann Gates (John! John Bedford? Sara Ann®) b 8 Sep 1837, MS, 

Rankin Co, MS Old 


&| al — 4. Franklin Plummer (James! John Bedford? Franklin P.°) Gates b 10 


Aug 1839, MS, d 12 JXn 1912 b Gates Cemetery, Puckett, MS, m Ist: 
Tennessee McLehaney b 19 Jul 1843, MS, d Apr 27, 1990, Simpson 
Co, MS, m 2nd: Mary Oral family history tells us that 
Tennessee was Irish and had beautiful red hair. Her father John 
McLehaney was reported to have been a minister in Tennessee.. 
Franklin Plummer enlisted on 2 Dec 1862 as a private in Co. F, 46th 
Miss. Regt. Inf, discharged 4 May 1865. (Serving in the same 
Regiment were John Gates, H.L. Mangum, J.C. Mangum, A. Mangum 
and Jess Ross.) Franklin P. Gates became Justice of the Peace in 
Simpson County in 1872, and its seems most likely to be this 
Franklin P. Gates. Issue: 

a. Laurence Gates b ca 1866, Simpson Co, MS No further 

information 


Stn the Mississippi Archives, Jackson, MS, the WPA files developed on Simpson County, MS, during 
the early 30‘s contain a vast amount of information on Simpson County, its early history and 
early settlers. The older county residents were interviewed on a variety of subjects. One such 
interviewee reported: "About 60 years ago Abram Cook and Bedford Gates settled on Strong 
River near the Northeast corner of the county, on the south side of the river and Rhesa 


Kennedy, grandfather of Rev. J.R. Johnston, on the same side of the river, in the vicinity of 
whom lived the Ponders and William Layton. 


™Mary Ann Everett was a sister to Henry Jackson Everett born 24 Feb 1819 died 8 Jul 1895 who 
married Elizabeth J. Boone of the well-known Col. Daniel Boone line, according to the Henry 


Jackson Everett genealogy by Ed Everett, dated 1955. 


81910 Census, Cato, Rankin Co, MS 
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5) ~~ Jess Lawrence Gates b 1868 m Malicie b 1877, MS Issue: 
(1) Henry Gates b ca 1898 
J .& Jackson Gates b Mar 1870 twin 
i Q Richard Gates b Mar 1870 twin 
cl Franklin Gates b 1874, MS, m Mary E. Corley b ca 1861, MS, 
on Aug 22, 1901, Rankin Co, MS 
(1) David Gates, no further information? 
(2) George Dixon Gates b ca 1880 m Susan Boone b ca 1881 
on 1 Mar 1900, Rankin County, MS, bur North Church, | 
Nacogdoches County, TX4 | 
(a) Marie Gates b ca 1902, MS, m Braxton Gray of i 
Braxton, MS i 
(b) Pauline Gates b ca 1904, MS, resides in TX 
(c) Ruth M. Gates b ca 1910 m A.V. Giraud of i 
Nacogdoches, TX i 
(d) Estelle M. Gates m Ist: Rand Gowan of Oak Grove, 
LA; m 2nd: Lee Martin ; 
Jasper Newton Gates b 14 Jan 1877, Simpson Co, MS, d 14 Sep | 


1920, Lonewolf, OK m Nancy Lavinia Stapleton on 17 Oct 1900, 
Puckett, MS Issue 
(1) Lucille Gates b 29 May 1902, Brandon, Rankin Co, d 
Brookland, TX on 25 Sep 1905 
(2) Clarence Lamar Gates b 12 Feb 1904, Brookland, TX m 
Lucy Talley 24 Aug 1924 Issue: 
(a) Bobby Sue Gates m Robert Timbol 1945 Issue: 
Harold, Richard, Tamara, and Patsy Ruth Timbol 
(3) Benjamin Frierly Gates b 3 Jul 1906, Brookland, TX, m 
Ann. Craycroft d 1975 in Del Ray Beach, Fla Attorney, 
Pres of Hartford Ins, NY Issue: 
(a) Judy Gates m Weston, resides San Ramon, CA 
Issue: 4 children 
(b) Stephanie Gates m Frank Plant, resides Beacon, NY 
Issue: 2 males, 1 female 
(4) Alma Jane Gates b 29 Dec 1909, Lonewolf, OK m Loyal 
Marion Johnson 1938, resides Long Beach, CA Issue: 
(a) Michael Johnson b 1951 m Susan 
Romeo, 1977, resides Santa Monica, CA 
(5) Arthur Edward Gates b 29 May 1918, Lonewolf, OK, m 
Mildred Hentz 1935, d 1970, Pharmacist, Detroit 
(a) Dennis Gates Issue: Kevin, Denny, and a male from 
2nd Marriage 
Peg (b) Craig Gates, Orlando, Florida 
a Richard Collings Gates b ca 1870, Simpson Co, m 2 Jan 1896 
Malissa Cook 1, dau of Mat Cook b family cemetery near 
where he lived. Collins lived in the Martinville Community and 


9gource: Noel Estiss Gates of Puckett, MS 
101910 Census, Cato, Rankin Co, MS 


llpuried in the family cemetery on the Puckett-Magee Road are Matthew Cook, b 15 Oct 1858, d 
25 Dec 1900; Vera Mae Cook, dau of H.M. Cook; Lela Gates, and Effie Gates. 
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became Justice of the Peace in District 1, Shepgan County, in 

1896. Buried in @-Gates Cemetery near Puckett. 

Issue: 

(1) Henry Sturgeon Gates, d 10 Feb 1898 Theodore, AL 

(2) Willis Newton Gates, b ca 1902 m Pearl Dew, lived Dallas, 
TX 

(3) Noel Estus Gates, b ca 1907, m Gladys Waters b 23 Nov 
1921 d 14 Nov 1969, lived on road to Maten, near Puckett, 


MS Yos"e* 
(4) Annabelle Gates b ca 1900 m Swindle, Memphis, TN 
(5) LullaMae Gatesbca1910m__ Mizell, Mobile, AL 
(6) Laverne "Blondie" Gates m Hurst, Sylacauga, AL 
(7) Effie Gates d young, b near Puckett . @ Hes Cary 
d young ie 
(8) LelaGatesdyoungs— ~~ pr + rt 


(9) Mathew Gates d young b near Puckett 

David Gates was 8 months old at the time of the 1880 
Census.No further information 

Mary (Molly) E. Gates, b Oct 1884, MS, m Henry Cook! 


John Collins (James! John Bedford? John C.3) Gates b 27 Jan 1842, 
MS 


Mary Emeline (John! John Bedford? Mary E.3) Gates b 4 Feb 1844, 
MS 


William Rufus John! John Bedford” William Rufus?) Gates b 19 Mar 
1846, Simpson Co, MS d 1902, Simpson Co, MS, b thought to be 
buried in Mendenhall Baptist Cemetery, along with his wife Piety 
Ann Elizabeth "Puss" Ponder b ca 1843/44, Simpson Co, MS, dau of 
Pinkney Ponder and Lydia m Feb 1866, Simpson Co, MS, 
near Mendenhall, MS (See Chapter 23 for issue of Piety Ann 
Ponder and Rufus Gates) William Rufus enlisted in Company A, 
Woods Regiment in 1862 and served until the end of the War. On 8 
Mar 1874 W.R. Gates joined Cato Church by letter from Mountain 
Hill Baptist Church. He left Cato Church by letter on Oct 20, 1877. 
He d Jan 1898, Simpson Co, MS, according to an application for a 
pension made by his wife on 80 June 1916. "Puss" d aft 1930. 
Mendenhall, MS, and was residing with Son John Bedford Gates and 
Emma May Gates, dau of Willoughby May b 25 Nov 1854 d 30 Mar 
1905 and Angie Thompson b 24 June 1858 d 11 Feb 1929, bur 
Mendenhall, MS, Cemetery Issue: . 
a. Mary E. Gates b ca 1868 (per 1870 & 1880 Simpson Co, MS 

Census.) No further information 
b. James Rufus Gates b ca 1872, Simpson Co, MS m Mollie E. Bass 

b May 1874 on 10 Dec 1891, Simpson Co, MS b Sep 1876, MS 

m 2nd (?) Angie Thompson on 4 Feb 1909, Simpson Co, MS. 

First Issue: 

(1) Laura A. Gates b May 1895, MS 


121910 Census, #415, Simpson Co, MS, Beat 1 


13gource: Noel Estiss Gates of Puckett, MS 
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(2) Maggie C. Gates b Aug 1896, MS 
‘ (3) Alma Gates b Sept 1897, MS 14 


~<¢@ Charlie Gates b Apr 1875, Simpson Co, MS, m Perl b May 
1882, MS, lived Oak Grove, LA 
(1) James Gates b Dec 1899, MS 


d. Nancy E. Gates b Jul 1880, MS, (This may have been the 
Nancy Gates that married Bob Dukes of Madison Co, MS, and 
raised eleven children according to the Everett Research. 


“se. Lydia Angeline Gates b 29 Dec 1883, Simpson Co, MS, d June 
15, 1954, Jackson, MS m James B. "Jim" Neely, b 13 Jan 1877, d 
8 Nov 1950, Jackson, MS, son of James Henry Neely and Mary 
Hardy. Both are b at Richland Cemetery, Rankin Co, MS. 
Issue: 
(1) Thomas P. Neely b 15 Apr 1904, MS, m Ethel L. Lawrence, 
b 31 Jan 1908, res Kosciusko, MS _ Issue: 
(a) Marjorie Louise Neely b 16 Dec 1925 m Hines 
Issue: 
i) Tommy Beth Hines Cade b 16 June 1951 Issue: 
one son and two daughters 
ii) Holly Harriet Hines Dukes b 22 Mar 1953 Issue: 
two daughters 
(2) William H. Neely b 3 Feb 1907, m Lois Edwards, res 
Jackson, MS Issue: 
(a) Lynda Laura Neely m Joe G. Powell, Jr, Jackson MS 
i) Carol Lorraine Powell b 6 Dec 1951 d 11 Sep 
1976 bur Jackson, MS 
ii) Joed. Powell Ill b 26 Oct 1953 m Karen Jean 
Hansen 10 Aug 1974 Issue: 
a) Erin Leigh Powell b 23 Nov 1979 
b) JoeJ. Powell IV b 24 Jul 1981 


f. Thomas Luther (John! John Bedford? William Rufus? Thomas 
Luther®) Gates b Sept 10, 1872, d Feb, 1915, Simpson Co, MS, 
m Eugenia Mangum b 2 Mar 1873, Simpson Co, MS, dau of 
James "Jim" Mangum and Sarah Ross, on 14 Feb 1892, Simpson 


140 Nov 18, 1910, James Rufus Gates purchased 30 acres of land in Section 13, Township 2, 
North of Range 4, East, from Thomas Luther and Eugenia Mangum Gates, land that later came 
to be known as the Old Bob Robinson Place. This land and that remaining in the possession of 
Luther Gates is today owned by the author of this family history. At this time three of the 
sons of William Rufus Gates, Luther, Rufus, and Press, all owned land adjacent to each other. 
Press Gates owned the adjoining land later known as the old Jim Williamson Place. 


15at the time of the 1900 Census, Rankin Co, Pelahatchie, MS, Nancy E. Gates b Jul 1880, MS, 
was listed in the household of this family. No further information is known about her. Paul H. 
McMilen, b dec 1898, identified as a grandson, was also listed. 
At the time of the 1860 Census, Simpson Co, MS, Missouri Gates, age 5,was listed with the 
family of John Bedford Gates. The Everett research notes that Missouri Gates m George Dukes, 
of Madison Co, MS. 
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Co, MS (At the time of the 1910 Census, brothers Luther, 

Press, and Rufus Gates were all living on adjoining farms in 

the Poplar Springs Community. Issue: 

(1) Mary Jane Gates b 7 Jan 1893, Simpson Co, MS d 12 May 
1958, Baptist Hospital, Jackson, MS, m Charles Aide 
Palmer on 2 Dec 1908, Smith Co, Raleigh, MS, son of 
Thomas Jefferson Palmer and Melissa Azaline Ponder, dau 
of Thomas W. Ponder, b 26 May 1827, d 1887, and Ephsey 
Hays, all of Simpson Co, MS. (See Chapter 7 for 
descendents of Mary Jane Gates and Charlie Aide Palmer.) 

(2) William "Willie" Gates b 29 Apr 1895, Simpson Co, MS, d 
30 Dec 1961, Mendenhall, MS,m Hazel of New 
Orleans, LA b. Poplar Springs Cemetery 
No Issue 

(83) Henry Gates b Feb 1897, Simpson Co, MS, d 
as a young man near Poplar Springs Church in an accident 
in which the mules pulling a wagon "ran away" killing 
Henry. b Poplar Springs Cemetery unmarried at the time 
of death 

(4) Robert Kelly Gates b Sep 1, 1899, Simpson Co, MS d 11 
Mar 1972 in New Orleans, b Poplar Springs Cemetery, 
Simpson Co, MS m Alice (Anderson) of New 
Orleans, LA. He m 2nd Lucy of New Orleans. 

First Issue: 

(a) Melicie Eugenia Gates b 18 Nov 1923, New Orleans, 
LA, (named after her two grandmothers) m Jerry 
Ervin "Blackie" Blackie d in New Orleans, resides 
Metairie, LA, retired 

(b) Edwin (Gates) Anderson b ca 1920, New Orleans, son 
of Alice Anderson and her first husband, m Nettie, 
res Metairie, LA, retired 

(5) Dewey Gates b 16 Dec 1903, Simpson Co, MS m Ruth 
Walker (Boggan), dau of John R. Walker and Lucy Mangum 
on 17 Oct 1925, Simpson Co, MS. Resided in New Orleans. 
Dewey d 1981, Pass Christian, MS, both are b at 
Tylertown, MS 
(a) Vera Mae Gates b ca 1927 New Orleans, LA, m Ist: 

m 2nd: Raymond Sharp d 5 Jan 1987 bur 

Garden of Memories, New Orleans?, LA First Issue: : 
i) Bucky, Mary Jane, and __(female) a 

(b) Johnny Gates, b ca 1929 New Orleans, LA, dasa = 
young man in New Orleans following service with US 
Army. Never married. 

(6) Ona Gates b 6 Apr 1906, Simpson Co, MS, m Chester 
Wells, b 8 Aug 1903, Simpson Co, MS, son of Marian 
Francis Wells and Adeline White of Simpson Co, MS, 
resided New Orleans, Ona d 18 Sep 1955, Chicago, IL, b 
Poplar Springs Cemetery Chester m 2nd: Mary Ottlie 
Wright b 26 Aug 1918 on 9 Oct 1956 Issue: 

(a) Chester Wells, Jr (C.W.) b 15 June 1923, Simpson Co, 
MS, m Betty Burrus of New Orleans ca 1939, New 
Orleans Issue: 

i) Madeline Wells 
ii) Glenda Wells 
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iii) Debby Wells 
iv) Chester Burris Wells 


(b) Hazel Irene Wells b 2 Mar 1925, Simpson Co, MS, m 
Ist Dewey Herron of New Orleans, m 2nd: Roy Vaux 
i) Ronald Herron 
ii) Donald Herron 
iii)Charlotte | Herron m Stanley 
Blanchard 
(c) Mitchell Wells b 12 Jul 1927, Simpson Co, MS, m 
Violet Gertrude Timberlake Issue: 
i) Dianne Wells b 15 Nov 1949 m Arthur Wiltz, d 
in auto wreck on 21 Jan 1977 Issue: 
a. Shane Arthur Wiltz 
(d) Catherine Earlene Wells b 7 Jan 
1935, New Orleans m Gilbert Copeland, New Orleans, 
res La Combe, LA Issue: 
i) Gilbert Copeland, Jr 
ii) Bradford Copeland 
iii) Copeland (male) 
(7) Zona Gates, b 6 Apr 1906 twin to Ona, d in infancy, b 
Poplar Springs Cemetery, Simpson Co, MS 
(8) Gladys Gates, din infancy, b Poplar Springs, Cemetery 
(9) Geneva Gates b Simpson Co, MS, m Ist Joe Donigan, New 
Orleans, m 2nd: Grady White in New Orleans, resided New 
Orleans. b Poplar Springs Cemetery, Simpson Co, MS 
Issue: 
(a) Joseph Donigan b ca 1929, New Orleans, m Mavis 
who dca 1960. No Issue 
(10) James Bedford "Jimmy" Gates b 5 Apr 1915, Simpson Co, 
MS d 4 Mar 1977, Pass Christian, MS, b Tylertown, MS, m 
Mildred Boggan,b 13 Jul 1923, Simpson Co, MS, m on 20 
Dec 1938, dau of Estus Boggan and Ruth Walker, who m 
2nd: Dewey Gates, brother to Jimmy Gates 
(a) Jackie Jane Gates b 29 Oct 1939, New Orleans, LA, 
m Ist: George Boesch 2nd Bob Mussall 
i) Seven Children 
(b) Jimmie Sue Gates b 26 Mar 1942, New Orleans, LA, 
m John Donald Kicklighter 
i) Avis Ann m Lewis Kenmore 
a) Rebecca Jane Kenmore 
b) Scott Arnoid Kenmore 
ii) John Donald Kicklighter b 1962 
(c) Larry James Gates b 4 Sep 1946, New Orleans, LA, 
unmarried, resides Los Angeles, CA 


g. Willian Preston "Press"4 (John! John Bedford” Rufus® Press‘) 
Gates!® b Feb 1874, Simpson Co, MS, d , Rankin Co, bur 


16 Press Gates was always interested in the history of the Gates line. In the 1930’s or 1940’s he 
contracted with the Media Research Bureau of Washington, D.C. to research the Gates line. 
Mrs. Ruby Jones of Braxton, MS, a granddaughter of Press Gates, tracked down the research 
paper and shared it with me. The paper was general in nature and not directly related to the 
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County Line Baptist Church m Ist Lulu Mangum b Apr 1880 d 
1903, Simpson Co, MS, bur Mendenhall Cemetery, on 11 Nov 
1897, dau of James "Jim" Mangum and Sarah Ross; m 2nd Lila 
"Ida" Ponder b 1874, MS, on 17 Sep 1903, Simpson Co, MS, b 
County Line Cemetery. First Issue: 

(1) Henry Kiley Gates b 11 Sept 1898, Rankin Co, d 25 Oct 
1943, New Orleans from swallowing a fish bone at 
L’Enfant Restaurant, m Ola Tayler, dau of Jim Tayler and 
Belle Butler ca 1922, Simpson Co, MS Issue: 


(a) 


(b) 


(c) 


Dorothy Mae Gloria Gates b 9 Jul 1923, Simpson Co, 

MS, m James Will Sheridan on 23 Sep 1943 Issue: 

i) Donna Kay Sheridan b 2 May 1946, Bogolusa, 
LA 


ii) Vickie Lynn Sheridan b on 22 Feb 1948 

iii) Timothy Allen Sheridan b 2 Oct 1963 

Donald Odino Gates b 2 July 1933, New Orleans, LA, 

Professor of Psychology at a LA university, m Linda 

Tanner Issue: 

i) Sandra Kay Gates, Ph.D. in Psychology, res 
Houston, TX, employed as a behavioral 
consultant 

ii) Gregory Kiley Gates b 11 Oct 1963 

Ginger Gates b 17 Apr 1934, New Orleans, LA 


(2) John Eddie Gates b 20 Oct 1900 dll Oct 1974, m Willie 
Mae Lewis on 10 May 1924, Rankin Co, MS, b 14 Jan 
1911, d 3 May 1976, b Puckett Cemetery 


Wo my 
me ~S1C (a) 


(b) 


(c) 


(d) 
(e) 


Gates line of Georgia and Mississippi. 


John Eddie Gates, Jr. (J.E.) b 1925, Rankin Co, MS, 

m Elcenia Craft. Issue: 

i) Cassie, Joan, Jody, Rickie, Vickie, and John 
Eddie Gates, III 

Ruby Inez Gates b 6 Feb 1928, Puckett, MS m Glen 

Daniel Jones on 28 Dec 1945, Brandon, MS, son of 

William Thomas Jones and Eva Mae Paul Issue: 

i) Linda Fay Jones b 3 Apr 1947, Jackson, MS m 
Ist: Tullos on 26 Nov 1966,m 2nd 
West on 23 May 1980 

ii) Larry Daniel Jones b 16 Sept 1949, Jackson, MS 
mlst: Copper on 28 Sept 1967, m 2nd: 

Allen 3 June 1978 

iii) Ruthie Mae Jones b 23 Mar 1952, Jackson, MS 

m___ Lofton on 19 May 1972 


William Charlie "Bill" Gates m Ruth 

Region Issue: 

i) Butch Gates and Cheryl Gates 

Nelline Gates 

Willie Jean Gates, b 28 Oct 1938, Rankin Co, MS, d 
17 June 1967 b Puckett Cemetery 

i) Scott Gates 
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(f). Charles Ray Gates m Loraine Puckett 
i) Connie, Diane, Ana Marie 


(g) James Randall Gates b 4 Apr 1944, Puckett, Rankin 
Co, MS m Patricia Allene Gates b 24 Dec 1946, 
Magee, MS, dau of Noel Estus Gates and Gladys 
Elizabeth Walters Issue: ; 

i) Lanessa Lynn Gates b 26 Oct 1967, Magee, MS 
ii) Shannon Michelle Gates b 24 Sept 1971, 
Jackson, MS 
(h) William Charles Gates b 27 Oct 1933, Johns, MS m 
_ Ist: 5 Sep 1955, Brandon, MS to Minnie Evelyn Ray 
b 16 Nov 1935, Ponatoc, MS, m 2nd 15 Nov 1969 to 


Issue: 
a ' i) William Charles Gates, Jr b 7 
Kas) 2 : Dec 1956, Oakland, CA 


“SN Fiesten. ji) ~~ Sheryl Ann Gates b 2 Aug 1958, Jackson, MS 
if aah Second Issue: 
.. 3) William Thara Gates b 5 Dec 1918, Rankin Co, d 10 Dec 
1972 m Dee Robinson 
(a) Mary EllenGatesm__ Warner 
(b) Wendell Gatesm 
(c) Thomas Killie Gates 
(d) Gail Gates 
(e) Thara Gates 
(f) Robin Bates, (male) 
h. Nanny Gates 


i. John Bedford# (John! John Bedford? Rufus® John Bedford4) 
Gates b 24 Sept 1887, Simpson Co, MS d 29 June, 1958, Eudora, 
Arkansas, m Emma May b 20 Sep 1887, Simpson Co, MS, d 20 
June 1958, Hawaii, ashes b Mendenhall Cemetery (sister to 
Hooker May) on 15 June 1910, Mendenhall, MS, dau of 
____ May and Angie (1858-1921) Issue: 

(1) Thomas Edgar Gatesm Christine _ of Tenn ca 1988, 
resided Honolulu, Hawaii 
(a) Donald Gates (twins), Honolulu, Hawaii 
(b) Ronald Gates, Honolulu, Hawaii 


9. Thomas Jefferson® (John! John Bedford? Thomas J.3) Gates b 14 Apr 
1848, MS d 19 Feb 1919, Johns Cemetery, formerly known as Gates 
Cemetery, Rankin Co, MS, m Ist: Mary Jo Holifield, Salem, MS, b 16 
Apr 1846 d 18 Mar 1879 bur Puckett Cemetery, Rankin Co, MS, m 
2nd: ca_1878 Louiza A. Corley Thames b 12 Feb 1846, d 7 Jul 
1924 17 Thomas Jefferson and Louiza are bur in Johns Cemetery, 


17 According to J.V. Gates "Early Gates Families and Gates Settlement in Rankin County, MS," it 
was Thomas Jefferson Gates (Tom) who offered a plot of ground around the early graves in the 
area for the Johns Cemetery and for a long time it was known as the Gates Cemetery. Mr. 
Gates places the establishment of this Cemetery around 1895 and 1900 
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Rankin Co Thomas Jefferson enlisted/8 in the Confederate Army, 
Co. G, 15th Miss. Inf on 19 Apr 1961, discharged 26 Apr 1865 Issue: 


a. 
b. 


Georgia Gates b ca 1867,MS,m___— Polk 

Albert Alvin Gates!9 b 14 Feb 1869, d May 1918, b Johns 
Cemetery, m 6 Mar 1890, Rankin Co, MS, to Susie Elizabeth 
Walters b 1871 d 1949 at Carthage, MS, dau of John Rankin 
Walters and Matilda Corley Carthage, MS Both are buried in 


Johns Cemetery, Rankin Co, MS __ Issue: 


(1) 


(2) 


Flora Maude Gates b Jan 1891 m Leo Brieger, resided 

Carthage, MS, b Jan 1891, d 1963 

(a) Charles Brieger (adopted), killed in accident in his 
teens 

John Virgil Gates b 10 Mar 1892, Johns, MS, Rankin Co, 

MS, m Ist Carrie Price, resided Poteet, TX, since 1925 m 

2nd Marie Harrison 20 


First Issue: 


(3) 


(a) Jack V. Gates m Gladys Morgan 
i) John Morgan Gates 
ii) Gary M. Gates 
iii) Carolyn Gates 
iv) Helen Gates m Duard Little 
1) John Patrick Little 
2)  Duard Alexander Little 
3)  Christfer Hood Little 
4) James Gates Little 
5) William Lee Little 
Clara Mae Gates b May 1895 d 1974 m Archie Murray 
(a) Albert W. Murray 
(b) Leo Murray 
(c) Mildred Murraym__ Cryder 
(d) ArchieMaeMurraym__ Battle 
(e) DorthyMurraym__ Ronkin 
(f) Maxine Murray d in infancy 


(4)— Charles-G-Gates bhca 19047 Mary—: 


183 V, Gates in his booklet wrote "Frank, the older brother, had already gone to war. We do not 
know whether the father served in the army or was already dead at the time. No grave of him 
nor that of the mother can be found. Very likely they are in the old Salem cemetery." 


19tpig. 


20In 1925 J.V. sold the family property owned in and around Johns and moved to Poteet, Texas. 
Here he purchased the mercantile business of EJ. Faseler and later the Poteet Mercantile 
business. He remained in the mercantile business until 1942 at which time he took up ranching 
for the next 33 years where his Barzee Brahmans became famous for their good qualities. 


During this time he was 


active in the Methodist Church and a member of the Poteet City 


Council. He was president of the Poteet Rotary Club and Director and Manager for 2 years of 
the Poteet Strawberry Festival. He made several trips to Mississippi researching the Gates line 


and published in 1976 his 


booklet entitled "Early History of the Gates Family of Rankin County, 


Mississippi." In the preface he wrote, "It is hoped that the many heirs whose record does not 
appear in this booklet will keep this booklet and write THEIR OWN LIFE’S RECORD and file it 
with this booklet, so that future generations will have a history of the family on into the 


future." J.V. Gates provided the author with a copy in 1982. 
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(4) Charles G. Gatesbca1904m Mary. 
(a) Charlene Gates m Colwet 
(b) BettySueGatesm Hall 
(c) Edna Maxine Gates b 1909 d Nov 1967,m___ 
Stegar Issue: 
i) ElizabethStegar m_ Mullens 
ii) Maxine Stegar m Bramell 
(d) Myrtis Gates b 19 June 1900 d 25 May 1902 
(5) AliceGates m__ Anderson 


Henry Plummer Gates (H.P.) b 8 Jul 1872, Johns, MS, d 11 Feb 
1945, Mendenhall, MS, m Clara G. Terry, at Mendenhall, MS, b 
6 Apr 1872 or 73, Smith Co, MS, d 2 Aug, 1960, residing in 
Cato Community in 1900. Both are b in Mendenhall Cemetery, 
Mendenhall, MS 
(1) William Bryan Gates b 29 Aug 1897, Q Eunice Borner 
Joiner b 12 Oct 1898 in Brazil, dau of Rev and Mrs. 
Edward E. Joiner, Methodist missionaries from Kentucky. 
Both William Bryan and Eunice were professors in higher 
education, he in English and American Literature and she 
in Spanish and Portuguese languages. They retired in San 
Antonio, Tx 
(2) Grafton Goff Gates (Adopted) b ca 1909, MS, d 4 May 
1984, Mendenhall, MS, b Mendenhall Cemetery, m Madie 
Grubbs of Mendenhall, MS Issue: 
(a) Linda Gates of Jackson, MS 
(b) FranGatesm_ Larson of Minot, ND 
(c) Robert Gates of Pelahatchie 
(d) Michael Gates of Mendenhall 
(e) Randy Gates of Houston, TX 
(3) Margaret Goff m Louis P. de la Croix, a state auditor in 
Baton Rouge, LA 
(a) Mary Sunshine de la Croix m John Randolph 
Boudraux Issue: 
i) child 
ii) child 
John Gates, b ca 1875 d young 
Robert Lee Gates b 1878 d 1939, bur Puckett Cemetery, Rankin 
Co, MS m Ida Burnham b 1879 d 1953, bur Puckett Cemetery, 
Rankin Co, MS 
(1) Paul Hardin Gates b ca 1900, MS, d 16 Feb 1987, 
Mendenhall, MS, a veteran of World War I, member of the 
D’Lo Masonic Lodge for 62 years, co-owner of Gates 
Hardware of Mendenhall for 66 years, and formerly city 
alderman, treasurer of D’Lo and Mendenhall Methodist 
Churches. No Issue 
(2) Larue Gates b 21 Jan 1901, MS, m Mary Youngblood, dau 
of J.C. and Carrie Youngblood. co-owner of Gates 
Hardware of Mendenhall Issue: 
(a) Mary Kathryn Gates, a chemist, res Atlanta, GA 
(3) Lamar Gates m Juanita Vanzandt of D’Lo 
(a) J. Lamar Gates, Jr, Madison, MS 
(b) Robert Bruce Gates, Learned, MS 
(4) Lorea Gates, m F.C. Jones, Jackson, MS 


237 


17 of 21 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Department 
Gates Family 


Descendants of John Gates 


(a) Nellie Paul Jones m Richard Farr 
Second Issue: 
Huron (Hulon?) Gates b May 1880, MS 
Arthur L. Gates b Nov 1881, MS 
Enos Gates b Oct 1883 
Laura E. Gates b 30 Apr 1885, MS, d 20 Feb 1917 
Anne E. Gates b Apr 1887 
Donnell Lee Thames, identified as Step Son living in home in 
1880 
11. Rhesa Richard? Gates (John! John Bedford? Rhesa®) b 22 Jan 1850, 
MS, d Oct 1852, MS 


mOoaoc op 


es, 

h “/ B. Collier? Barksdale Gates (John! Collier”) Sr b 1825, MS, dca 1869, LA, m 
Maranda Fletcher, part Choctaw Indian, ca 1848, MS, dau of John 
Fletcher and Sally Merchant and moved to Winn Parish, LA in 1858. 
Collier B. was a Baptist Minister and served in the Civil War. Miranda is 
b in the Friendship Cemetery, Winnfield, LA Issue: 
1. James B. Gates b 1849, MS 
2. George Gates b 1851, MS 
3. William Gates b 1853, MS 
4. Mary Gates b 1856, MS 
5. Franklin Gates b 1858, MS sfx F 
6. Sara Gatesb1860,LA 1 a Een 
7. Andrew Jackson Gates b ae A - ma yr 
8. Simon Peter b 1864, LA 
9. Rebecca Gates b 1866, LA 

“4 2,4 10. Collier Barksdale Gates, Jr, a Baptist Minister, farmer and one of 


the first teachers at Sikes, LA, b 22 Oct 1868, d 1949 Monroe, LA 
m Mary Jane Emmons b 18 Jul 1898, Gaars Mill, LA, dau of Robert 
and Susan Thornton Emmons, in 1890, b Winn Parish, LA. 
a. Robert W. Gates b Mar 189321 
b. Maude Janet Gates? b 25 Dec 1894, d 1978 in Winn Parish, 
LA, m Elmer Lamar Taylor 
(1) Nina Roberta Taylor b 2 Jul 1917 m Clayton G. Underwood 
(a) Nina Sue Underwood b 30 Jan 1939, m 
Simmons 
i) Kermit M. Simmons, Jr b 1961 
ii) Susan Elizabeth Simmons b 1964 
iii) Alfred Lee Simmons b 1968 
(b) Philip Clayton Underwood b 6 June 
(2) Earline Taylor 
(38) Mildred Taylor 
(4) James C. Taylor 
Jesse C. Gates b Mar 1897 


on 
d. Houston Gates b Jan 1900 
e. Reginald Gates 

if Ruby Gates 

g. 


Marie Gates 


ee on the line of Collier B. Gates was provided by Mrs. Kermit M. Simmons, PO Box 
525, Winnfield, LA 71483. 


22-The ee) nal grandmother of Mrs. Ann Golias, Beaumont, TX 
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3 /3 8 C. Morgan” Gates (John! Morgan?) b 22 May 1827, MS d 28 Oct 1900 
Polland, Rapides Parish, LA b Pinegrove Church Cemetery, Ruby, Rapides 
Parish, LA m Sally (Sarah) Fletcher, a sister to Miranda Fletcher who m 
Collier Gates b 25 Oct 1829, MS, d 3 Aug 1928, Poland, Rapides Parish, 
ia on 28 Feb 1848, MS 2’ Issue: 

. John Bedford Gates b 27 Jan 1849, Quitman, Clark Co, MS d Nov 
1918, Panola, Panola Co, TX b Panola Church Cemetery, Panola, TX 
m Ist: Louisiana Brian, dau of Benjamin F., Brian and Roseanna Roe, 
m 2nd: Jeromie Porter McCracken d 1906 Grant Parish, LA, m 38rd: 
Lydia Brian Coats Cory No children from 3rd marriage 
a. Infant, bca1871,dca1871 
b. Oliver Newton Gates b 16 Jul 18783, Pollock, Grant Co, LA d 21 
Jan 1919, Panola, Panola, TX m 25 Dec 1893 to Minerva Head 
c. Franklin Morgan Gates b 27 Jul 1875, Pollock, LA d 1976, West 
Monroe, LA, m 29 Jan 1905 Addie Mims 
d. Mary Ella Gates b 23 Sep 1876, Pollock, Grant Co, LA d 9 May 
1928, Winnfield, Winn Parish, LA, b Friendship Church Cem, 
Sikes, Winn., LA m 17 Jan 1895 Pollock, LA to James Albert 
Head 
e. Zelpha Parizade Gates b 8 Mar 1878, Pollock, LA d 6 May 1976, 
Alexandria, Rapides Parish, LA b Friendship Church Cem, 
Pollock, LA m 20 Nov 1898, Pollock, LA to Thomas Jefferson 
Lewis Issue: 
f-—>William W. Lewis, Pineville, LA 
John Wickliff Gates b 12 Aug 1879, Pollock, LA d 11 Apr 1912 
Tioga, Rapides Parish, LA, b Pollock Cemetery, Pollock, LA m 
Rebecca Watts 1906 
h. Hardy Zebedee Gates b 11 May 1882, Pollock, LA m Stella 
Adams 1905 
if Gracie Arelia Gates b 10 Dec 1883 Black Creek Community, 
Grant, LA m 20 Aug 1903 Willis Matheson Gates 20 Aug 1908, 
“= Paris, TX 
Second Issue: 
a W. Matthew Gates 
k. Bedford Gates, never married 
1. Alma Bertie Gates m Norman Mayfield 
m. J. Tillett Gates 
n Lee Gates 
o. Thomas Harrison Gates d age 11 
. Malachi Gates, d age 1 
Englina Gates d age 6 months 
2. Willi iam "Billy" Henderson Gates b 5 Dec 1850, MS,d 31 Aug 1982, 
Pineville, LA, m Tina E. Smith 
3. Temas O. Gates b 2 Mar 1853 d 4 June 1860 thought to be buried 
above Winnfield in Winn Parish 
4. James "Jimmy" Newton Gates b 7 Sep 1854, MS d 5 Jul 1945 

Winnfield, LA m Cardelia Adaline Brittian 

Rev. Elijah Morgan Gates b 11 Oct 1856, LA d 8 Nov 1901, LA, m 

Alice Adaline Brian b Pollock Cem, Pollock, Grant Parish, LA 


oI 


=_ 


233arah F. Gates Bibles, headstones in Rapides Parish, LA 
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6. Elisha Collier Gates b 31 Oct 1858, Pollack, LA d 24 June 1948, 
Alexandria, LA m Ist Sarah Jane Tracy on 8 Jul 1879 in Pollack, LA, 
ay m 2nd Lillie Benson Allen, b Pollock Cem, Pollock, LA Issue: 
Tar— 7, Jesse Hamilton Gates b 24 Feb 1885, Pollock, LA, Grant Parish d 16 
. Dec 1961, Alexandria, LA. ,m 19 Dec 1916 to Rosa Mae Duke b 29 
Apr 1900, Catahoula Parish, LA, d 13 Dec 1975, Alexandria, LA 
a. Calvin Colyer Gates b 11 Jul 1925. Pollock-Grant Parish, LA, m 
8 May 1952 to 
= (1) Larry C. Gates of Pineville, LA 

8. Benjamin Franklin "Frank" Gates b 28 Oct 1861, LA d 23 Feb 1932, 
Winn Parish, LA m Roberta J. "Josie," Ware on 25 Sept 1884 Grant 
Parish, LA, b Friendship Church Cem, Sikes, Winn Parish, LA 

9. | Moses Marshall Gates b 5 Mar 1864, LA, d 9 June 1930, Poland, 
Rapides parish, LA b Pine Grove Church Cem, Ruby, Rapides Parish, 
LA m Ist: Elizabeth McGraw, m 2nd Florence Baker 

10. Jasper Morgan Gates b 22 Mar 1866 d 10 Aug 1871, LA 

11. Jesse Pierce Gates b 11 Sep 1867, Pollock, Grant Parish, LA d 10 
Aug 1929, Poland, Rapides Parish, LAm Mary Elizabeth "Mollie" 
Brittian @n) 12 Dec 1886, Rapides Parish, LA 

12. Sarah Ann Elizabeth Gates b 29 Jul 1870 Pollock, Grant Parish, LA d 
10 Aug 1888 Pollock, LA, b Stucky Field Cem (?) Pollock, Grant 
Parish, LA 


GATES BITS AND PIECES 


Zona ?Gates m Amil? Andrews, res Lake Charles, LA 
Vera Andrews m Harvey, res Shreveport, LA 
male Andrews 
Unidentified Gates that may have been in the John Gates Line: 
Nellie Gates m James Lacy 26 Nov 1855, Rankin Co, MS 
Lucy Ann Gates m William Hines 4 June 1859, Rankin Co 
Jim Gates m Isabella Jones, 30 Jan 1886, Rankin Co, MS 
Gates, Joseph D. b Nov 1847, MS, age 52, res. Cato, MS 
Gates, Alice T. (Wife) b Jul 1876, MS, age 33 
Gates, Marelenor, b Feb 1894, MS, age 6 
Gates, George T. b Jul 1895, MS, age 4 
Gates Cator(?), (son), b sept 1898, MS, age 1 
Smith, Tim b Oct 1883, MS, age 16 
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Note 1: Other Gates families in Simpson Co, MS, 1850, include John J. Gates and George C. Gates, sons 
of William Gates b 1785 GA/VA, d 1849/50, Simpson Co, MS. The William Gates in 1850 Copiah County 
Census also belong with this line. They came from Tennessee to settle in Simpson and Copiah Counties. 
A daughter Mary, b 1813, TN, married Harmon Matthews and also settled in MS. 

According to Mr. J.E. Gates of 39204 Cameéllia Lane, Jackson, MS, 39204, in a letter dated 30 May 
1980, William Gates Sr, b ca 1785, moved with his three sons William, G.C. and John Jackson Gates from 
near Jackson, Tenn, to Lawrence Countly, MS Later they moved near Harrisville in West Simpson 
County. William and G.C. later moved to Copiah County at Hopewell and Gatesville. He wrote that to 
his best knowledge his line of Gates is not connected with the Gates line that settled around Johns 
and Puckett. According to Bee King in "Then and Now," Simpson County News, dated 27 Oct 1977, The 
William Gates, Sr, family moved to Mississippi about 1849. No relationship to John Gates was found. 


Note 2: Bee King, in his "This and That," published in the Simpson County News, dated 27 Feb 1947, 
reports an interesting story concerning my progenitor, John Bedford Gates, head "A Story of Pioneer 
Days": "The father of John Bedford Gates moved from North Carolina to Mississippi about the year, 
1800, and located near Pearl River. At that time John Bedford was about five years old. His father 
built a log house and cleared a field. After many logs had left the land he gave a log rolling. 

"There were but few settlers in the country at that time, but they were always glad to assist one 
another in house raising and log rolling. When John Bedford’s father was ready for his log rolling he 
sent word to all the settlers for several miles around that he would have a log rolling on the day 
appointed, and also a quilting. On the day appointed a large number of men, women and children came. 
The men soon went to the field to engage in rolling the logs. Some of the women engaged in quilting; 
others were assisting in the preparation of dinner. The children were playing some distance from the 
house in a large tract of woods. 

"While they were playing a large animal jumped from a tree upon John Bedford, knocked him to 
the ground and then began dragging him away; the other children ran screaming to the house and told 
of what had happened to John Bedford. They said that a larger yellow dog had jumped out of a tree 
upon him and was dragging him off. 

The women knew at once that it was a panther and not a dog. They blew a horn and the men came 
running from the field. When told of what happened, they took their guns and calling the dogs went 
to the place where the children said John Bedford was caught. 

"In those days settlers carried their guns wherever they went as a protection against Indians and 
dangerous animals. The dogs took the trail and about half a mile from where the children had been 
playing they stopped where a pile of leaves was lying against a large log and began to bark. The men 
hurried to the place and looking at the pile of leaves discovered a hand and lifted it up. It was the 
body of John Bedford. They supposed he was dead. He was very bloody around his neck and 
unconscious, but they soon discovered he was alive. They carried him to the house and washed the 
blood from his neck and found that there was a hole in his throat which extended through his 
windpipe, and that his breath partly came through the hole in his windpipe. They then took some 
tallow and pressed it into the wound. He was badly bruised and there were claw marks on his arms 
and shoulders, but none of them were serious. After dressing his wounds with tallow, they wrapped 
him in warm blankets and put him to bed. In a few hours he awoke and was fully conscious. 

"After John Bedford had been put to bed, the men set the dogs on the trail of the panther and 
treed it about a mile from where John Bedford had been found. The panther was soon killed. Johnny 
Bedford got well without any further treatment and in the year 18935 located in the northeastern part 
of the county. A beautiful spring hewn out of a solid rock on that land that he entered still bears the 
name of John Bedford Spring. 

"For an account of this incident I am indebted to my good friend Collins Gates, a grandson of 

John Bedford Gates." 
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